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1831 departments of the Government: under great restraints
~ and disadvantages, of course, from the tinteachable quality
'of those placed over him and their dread of anything like
a principle, arising from their consciousness of inability
to comprehend in one view all that is involved in it,
and all the consequences to which it leads. Stephen
is reputed a saint: I do not know in what sense he
is one, though I know that he carries the observance
of the Sabbath to the extent of puritanism. But if all
the English evangelicals were like him, I think I
should attend their Exeter Hall meetings myself, and
subscribe to their societies. I will write to you at
greater length about Stephen when I have seen more
of him.

As for our common friends and acquaintances here,
I have but little to tell you concerning them. Mrs. [John]
Austin will, of course, write to you. I do not know whether
the subscription for endowing the Jurisprudence chair is
yet full, but no doubt is entertained that it will be so.
Mr. Austin is still engaged in bringing out his first eight
lectures, which are soon to appear. He is in good health
and spirits upon the whole. I have not seen or heard
anything about Maurice; I hope our separation is not to
be everlasting. Wilson has very recently returned from
Germany, where he has spent about a year. I have seen
very little of Charles Buller; you are probably aware that
he is not in this Parliament, but he is sure of being re-
turned for Liskeard when the Bill passes. The greatest
change that has occurred in any one since I saw you is
in Roebuck; he has pulled off his strait-jacket, and now
moves freely; his mental powers are no longer enslaved
by fixed forms of words, and phrases strung together
syllogistically with the false appearance of Euclidean
demonstration. His intellect has greatly expanded, and
the asperities of his character are much softened; and
though there still remains, and possibly may always remain,
much in his mental character which you and I would
greatly object to, I have now no doubt of his being a
useful, powerful, and constantly improving member of theof w?cr;il other
